
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

The Roberto Ocasio Foundation 
 
  
Your Project Title: 2018 Roberto Ocasio Latin Jazz Camp & Concert 

Your Project Summary: The project is an annual 5-6 day serious and intense resident camp for music 

students from diverse cultural & economic backgrounds (grades 8-12, all instruments) to learn the 

fundamentals of Latin-American rhythms, history, & their relationship to jazz & all music. $700 tuition covers 

all expenses (with tuition assistance for low-income students). The Camp finale is a large Latin-jazz concert 

free for the community, performed by Camp students, faculty, & renowned & celebrity guest artists. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. This cohesive and inspiring programming supports 

the musical (and personal) growth of 8th - 12th graders in Latin jazz. The program boasts an impressive 

lineup of guest artists who work with the students and perform alongside them in a culminating (and free) 

concert. Artistic vibrancy is significant. The program partners with schools to recruit interested and talented 

students.They maintain a commitment to serve low-income as well as middle class and affluent students. 

The participants are all brought together in their love of music and their commitment to a rigorous but fun 

week of learning. I have some concerns about access. Camp tuition is expensive ($700). Scholarships are 

available, but I wonder how many. The budget portion of this application is its weakest section - I am 

interested to know how much they support students in financial need. The application would be 

strengthened by including a letter of support from a student/program graduate. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This is a great initiative and I admire the foundation for wanting to bring more attention and 

appreciation specifically to Latin Jazz music in the community. So there is cultural and artistic vibrancy. 

However, I'm thrown off by the pricey $700 tuition for 5-6 days of classes. While I read that 5 full 

scholarships are offered, there are more than 5 talented young musicians from underserved neighborhoods 

who may be locked out from attending because of the price tag of $700. Unfortunately, financial barriers 

are often what keep members of the community from participating in amazing artistic initiatives like this 

one. There could be a larger public benefit to the community that this intensive is hoping to serve if it was 

more accessible. Either through lower tuition rates or more scholarships made available. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It appears that they have a long standing relationship with the community they serve, but I am 

not necessarily seeing a robust plan to grow this community or build new relationships. (scholarships must 

be met with extensive outreach). 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the funding criteria. The public benefit of the project is apparent through the 

diversity of the community that it serves. The organization demonstrates capacity through the tuition 

scholarship program, and the artistic vibrancy is clear in the staff that is hired, players that are engaged, 

and the work that the students who participate create. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This program clearly meets all of the funding criteria - there is a clearly articulated artistic and 

organizational expertise and a longstanding track record of success. The goal of not only maintaining 

current engagement and funding of low-income students but also increasing this kind of impact through an 

additional partnership is measurable and reasonable. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

